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Symbolic Kinship and Virtual Ties: Social media and group life in

Guangfu Taijiquan communities
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Abstract: The transmission of Taijiquan traditions is structured around a specific social framework
rooted in the ritualized relationship between master and disciple, which symbolically reproduces
familial hierarchies within the practice community. Within this framework, practitioners cultivate
intimate bonds that facilitate the transmission of technical knowledge. The emergence of social media
platforms, particularly WeChat, has introduced new avenues for Taijiquan practitioners to interact,
thereby reshaping modes of community formation and knowledge transmission. Drawing on a case
study of Taijiquan communities in Guangfu Township, this paper examines the role and significance
of social media in sustaining traditional Taijiquan communities and in mediating the transmission of

Taijiquan knowledge.
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